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WHO:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® 
presents
WHAT:

The Unveiling of “Ben's Wish”




-- a new computer game that battles cancer cells --

WHEN:

Press Availability: Tuesday, May 4




3pm to 3:30pm




Speakers: 
Adrienne Pon, Zeum






Patricia Wilson, Make-A-Wish






Eric Johnston, LucasArts





Ben Duskin
WHERE:

Zeum @ Yerba Buena Gardens


441 Howard Street, San Francisco

DETAIL:

Ben, nine years old, is in remission from Leukemia. He also had a unique wish.  Ben's wish was to create a video / computer game in which the hero kills cancer cells.  The game would have several levels of battling the cells. Ben felt that this game would be helpful for kids like him who have cancer, a way to fight back and relieve some of the pain and stress involved with treatment.  Ben is a big fan of video games and computers -- so the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® went out to local game companies to find a champion to make Ben's wish come true. A hero stepped forward: Eric Johnston of LucasArts.  Not only did Eric want to make Ben's wish a reality, he wanted to involve Ben in every step of the process.  For months, Ben and Eric have been meeting on a regular basis to make the game just as Ben has envisioned it.  On Tuesday, May 4th, at San Francisco's museum for youth arts and technology, Zeum @ Yerba Buena Gardens, “Ben's Wish” will come true, and be unveiled on the big Zeum screen! Thereafter, the game will be free for anyone to play, easily downloadable from the Internet.

“Eric was really nice to work with,” said Ben.  “The project was challenging and fun and I'd do it all over again!”
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation
In 2004, the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® celebrates 20 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  The sixth-largest Make-A-Wish chapter nationwide, it has granted more than 3,100 wishes in serving 17 counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  For more information, please call (800) 464-9474 or visit www.makewish.org.
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