[image: image1.jpg]GREATER BAY AREA CHAPTER




55 Hawthorne Street, Ste 800
San Francisco, CA 94105-3913
415 982-9474

415 982-0444 fax

www.SFwish.org

Contact: Elaine Kauffman // (415) 982-9474   
ekauffman@SFwish.org  
Boy’s Wish to Visit Yankee Stadium
12 August 2010 -- San Francisco:  Ten-year-old Ryan Robinson of Livermore recently underwent a kidney transplant, with his mother as the donor.  Now that he has recovered from his surgery, the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® is sending him to New York City to fulfill his wish to visit Yankee Stadium.  When he was in the 1st grade he read a book about all the major league ball parks and how they were built.  Since then he has wanted to visit all 32 parks.  So far, he has visited only AT&T Park and the Coliseum in Oakland.  So, his trip to New York will be a big step toward reaching his goal.  While on the East Coast he also plans to visit the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, and go to Boston for a Red Sox game at Fenway Park.
Ryan and his family will leave for his wish on Monday, August 16.  He will visit Yankee Stadium on August 18, for their game against the Detroit Tigers.  On Thursday, the 19th, he will be in Boston to see the Red Sox play the L.A. Angels.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2010 the Foundation embarks on 26 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and has granted over 5,300 wishes.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory.  Anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.SFwish.org. 
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