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Make-A-Wish® Hosts New Walk For Wishes® 
27 May, 2010 -- San Francisco:  The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® is introducing a new, family-friendly fundraiser, Walk For Wishes®, which will take place on the beautiful St. Mary's College campus in Moraga on Saturday, June 5.  Registration starts at 8:00 am and the walk begins at 9:00 am.  This moderately easy, wheelchair and stroller-friendly 5K walk/fun run will include fun activities and entertainment for the whole family, with a focus on wishes and wish kids.  Approximately 15 teams, consisting of former wish kids and/or their families, will be among the many people who will participate to help make magical wishes come true.  Instead of the usual markers denoting the distance walkers have covered, there will be five stations celebrating the five most common types of wishes that the Foundation grants: wishes to go, to have, to be, to meet and to help.  Refreshments and entertainment by Rubberside Down will be waiting for all who complete the walk.  

Registration is open at www.walkforwishesbayarea.org, and people can register on the morning of the event.  The Foundation encourages people to walk in honor of a wish child.  More information on the wish children who are participating and the event can be found at www.sfwish.org.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation:
The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2010 the Foundation embarks on 26 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and has granted over 5,300 wishes.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory.  Anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.sfwish.org. 
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