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Make-A-Wish® Raises $761,000 at Wine Country Event
24 May, 2010 -- San Francisco:  The Croquet Invitational and Charity Auction, a benefit for the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®, welcomed a capacity crowd to experience wine country’s best food, wine and croquet at Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards in Windsor.  Thanks to the generosity of event supporters the Foundation raised $761,000 (including cash and in-kind contributions), a 4% increase over last year, to grant wishes to children with life-threatening medical conditions in the Bay Area. 
The festivities began Friday evening with an elegant dinner to acknowledge the event’s corporate sponsors, including Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards, CNA, and Weil, Gotshal & Manges, LLP.  David Perata, President & General Manager of Wine Operations at Brown-Forman, parent company of Sonoma-Cutrer welcomed the guests.  Also speaking to the gathering was former wish child Ryan Russell of Corte Madera, who spoke of his life-long struggle with a heart condition and the positive effect that his wish to have paragliding lessons had on him.
Under the expert leadership of auctioneer Fritz Hatton the auction portion of the event on Saturday once again brought together a wide array of premiere businesses and individuals who donated extraordinary prizes.  From cult wines, like a 3L bottle etched with the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish logo donated by Grace Vineyards, to exquisite trips, the live auction encouraged lively bidding.  Always the most moving auction lot is the Adopt-A-Wish® lot during which guests hold up their paddles to donate $1,000 each to help make a child’s wish come true.  Highlights of the auction included: 
· the Adopt-A-Wish lot which raised $32,000;
· private label personal Wish Wine donated by retired Sonoma-Cutrer winemaker Terry Adams which brought in $25,000;

· a silent auction of 130+ offerings which generated over $64,000, up 29% over last year;

· a live catalog of 30+ lots which generated $180,000 - highlights of the live auction:
· an African Safari that raised $10,500 

· a Magnum Dinner with vintner Dan Kosta of Kosta Browne Winery and chef John Ash of John Ash & Co., that totaled $8,000
· an opportunity to use a Private Movie Theater which brought in $7,000 
· a Sonoma-Cutrer Pinot Party which raised $6,500
· two 3L bottles etched with the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish logo and donated by Grace Family Vineyards which raised $3,400  

“This event was really remarkable.  Because of the economy we had adjusted our original goal, not believing we could achieve what we did last year.  The results are a true testament to the value the community places on the services we provide to sick children,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  “The break in the weather, the beautiful setting of Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards and our amazing guests demonstrated the magic that is Make-A-Wish.  Plus, the extraordinary kindness and compassion we receive from the staff at Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards and their parent company, Brown-Forman, make this an event we always look forward to.  My heartfelt thanks to our committee, sponsors, tremendous volunteers and, of course, hundreds of donors for helping to make this event such a success!”
PHOTOS AVAILABLE

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation:
The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2010 the Foundation embarks on 26 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and has granted over 5,300 wishes.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory.  Anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.sfwish.org. 
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