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Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® Celebrates 

“World Wish DaySM” by Granting Local Girl’s Wish
26 April 2010 -- San Francisco: On April 29, 30 years to the day after a young leukemia patient named Chris was granted his wish to be a police officer for a day, Make-A-Wish Foundation representatives around the globe will celebrate the first-ever World Wish Day, in honor of the day that sparked a global wish-granting movement.  The Make-A-Wish Foundation will mark World Wish Day with celebrations throughout the United States and in the 35 other countries in which it operates by celebrating the wishes being granted on that day. On average, every 25 minutes, the Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wish of a child with a life-threatening medical condition somewhere in the world.

“We are granting the wish of four-year-old Jasmin Reza from San Jose to celebrate World Wish Day and highlight the hope, strength and joy that the Make-A-Wish Foundation brings children with life-threatening medical conditions every day,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®. “We encourage people to join in the celebration and help us reach every eligible wish child in the Bay Area.”

When Jasmin’s wish grantors went to meet with her, they discovered that her room was covered with Disney characters and princesses.  Not surprisingly, watching Disney movies is among her favorite things to do.  Jasmin and her family left on April 22 for Walt Disney World® Resort, where she hopes to meet all of her favorite princesses and maybe even Minnie and Mickey Mouse.  Before leaving Jasmin was treated to a send-off dinner at Maggiano’s Little Italy in San Jose, where she was treated like a princess herself. 

The Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy. Wishes granted by the Foundation typically fall into one of four categories: To Be (e.g., a ballerina, a firefighter), To Meet (e.g., a favorite celebrity or athlete), To Have (e.g., a computer, a playhouse), or To Go (e.g., to a theme park, to Hawaii). In 2009, the Foundation granted nearly 20,000 wishes – more than 13,000 for children in the United States and almost 7,000 for children outside of the United States and its territories.  You can share the power of a wish® on World Wish Day – refer your child, make a donation, spread the word, give your unused frequent flier miles, help the Make-A-Wish Foundation bridge the gap.  Learn how at www.wish.org.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2010 the Foundation embarks on 26 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and has granted over 5,300 wishes.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory.  Anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.sfwish.org. 
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