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Boy’s Wish to Visit Greek Homeland
05 April 2010 -- San Francisco:  Sixteen-year-old Castro Valley resident Matthew Jouthas, who is battling cancer, knows that he and his family are 100% Greek, but they have never been to the land of their ancestors.  They are very involved in the local Greek community, and Matthew even does Greek dancing at his church.  Matthew is so proud of his heritage that for his wish from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®, he asked to visit Greece.  
Matthew’s wish will come true on Thursday, April 8, when he and his family will leave for Athens for a seven night stay in the ancient capital.  After a half-day tour of the city, the family will have several free days to explore on their own, but there are also some very special excursions waiting for them.  On Monday, they will go on a full-day cruise to the islands of Hydra and Aegina.  During their stops Matthew will have time for a swim in the Aegean, something he was hoping he could do on his wish.  Matthew and his family will also have a full-day tour of the area around Athens, including Mycenae, the tomb of Agamemnon and the Homeric city of Atreides, before returning home on Friday, April 16.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2010 the Foundation embarks on 26 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and has granted over 5,300 wishes.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory.  Anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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