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Teen’s Wish to Meet the Team from Playing for Change
09 November 2009 -- San Francisco:  Nineteen-year-old San Rafael resident Daniel Thompson has leukemia, but he doesn’t let that stop him from doing what he loves best, hanging out with friends, playing basketball and attending his favorite classes on filmmaking.  Danny also admires the Playing for Change organization because it promotes peace through music.  With his interest in film, he decided he wanted to visit the organization to learn more about their operation, sort of like having a one-day internship.  

Danny’s wish will begin on Wednesday, November 11, when he and his family fly to Los Angeles for a four-night stay in the city.  His actual wish will occur on Thursday, November 12, when he visits the organization’s studio to meet the Playing for Change team.  They will give him a behind-the-scenes tour and show him how they do their filming, editing and selecting the songs to be included in the worldwide phenomenon.
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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