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Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® Honors “Heroes” 
At 25th Anniversary Celebration
15 September 2009 –  The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation® is honoring 15 “heroes” at its annual meeting which is a celebration of its 25th Anniversary on Wednesday, September 16, 2009.  These corporations, groups and individuals have shown extraordinary support of the organization over the past fiscal year.  The heroes are selected based on their contributions of cash or in-kind goods and services, but are generally not acknowledged in any other way publicly.

“We could not provide such magical wishes without the support of so many people and businesses in the community,” said Patricia Wilson, Executive Director of the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation.  “The people that we honor this year are those unsung heroes who step forward with ideas and events that support our bottom line and directly impact the quality of wishes we are able to fulfill.  We are truly grateful for the incredible gifts they have made to our chapter.”  

This year’s Make-A-Wish heroes are:

· AAA – Volunteers from AAA have been instrumental in helping us set up and execute our two major fundraisers, Wine and Wishes and The Croquet Invitational, over the course of several years.  A conservative estimate of the in-kind value of their services is over $15,000.
· Black Bear Diners/George Sammut – George spearheaded a “Bears That Care” campaign last December at his Black Bear Diner and encouraged others in Northern California to join in, raising $21,000 for our chapter.

· CNA – A sponsor of The Croquet Invitational and Charity Auction for over seven years in the amount of $188,000.

· Peter Coyote – Although a very busy actor and narrator, Peter has aways responded to our requests for help with voiceovers and most recently appeared in our 25th anniversary video.

·  John Crane Films – A new partner who donated $15,660 in time and talent this year in producing three new chapter videos promoting our Kids For Wish Kids program, Pocketful of Wishes and 25 years of granting wishes.

· Mark Danon, anchor at KRON 4 – Mark has donated a number of “Junior Weathercaster” auction lots to our fundraisers, which have raised $5,000, and he is always there to help on numerous occasions as event MC and auctioneer.

· Sergeant Bob Guinan and the SFPD Challenge Team,  – Sergeant Guinan provided the experience and guidance to help us to launch our first SFPD Challenge in 2008, which raised $25,000.

· Jazzercise, Inc. – 204 Jazzercisers accepted the challenge of learning a dance routine to perform at a Warriors game and collecting pledges for Make-A-Wish in return for the opportunity, which resulted in a donation of $46,000.

· Hubert Keller, chef/owner at Fleur de Lys – Hubert helped launch our first Wine and Wishes in 2001, has participated in a number of cooking wishes and recently won $20,000 for our chapter on Bravo’s Top Chef Masters. 

· Language Line Services – This global leader in telephone interpreting and language solutions, offering 170 languages 24 hours a day, started donating their services to our chapter this year, both in translating verbal communication with wish families and written collateral material, an in-kind donation valued at $5,000.

· Lark Creek Restaurant Group – After CFO John Gologorsky’s niece was granted a wish in 2007, the restaurant group initiated Gingerbread Wishes in November 2008, selling gingerbread cookie kits for $10 each, raising $32,700.

· Louis R. Lurie Foundation – This organization provided the seed money, $33,000, for us to launch our Pocketful of Wishes project.

· Shannon Merala – High school senior Shannon has been helping to raise money for Make-A-Wish since 2006, when her friend Riley passed away after receiving her wish to meet Reese Witherspoon.  To date the horse show has raised over $7,000.

· Richard Schmidt, Owner Golden Bear Packaging – A long time supporter who donates specially designed sponsor boxes for our Croquet Invitational, Richard this year also donated collection boxes for Pocketful of Wishes, an in-kind donation exceeding $55,000.
· Stuart Hall School – Students at Stuart Hall School raised $2,725 in our Pocketful of Wishes program in honor of their classmate James, who met Barack Obama.  They also donated their campus for the filming of our Pocketful of Wishes video.

About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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