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Fremont Girl’s Wish to Meet Jim Lehrer of the NewsHour
17 July 2009 -- San Francisco:  Seventeen-year-old Colette Jaycox of Fremont just loves politics.  The fact that this young woman is battling leukemia has not deterred her involvement in political life.  She is President of her school’s Amnesty International chapter, and next year she will be the Secretary of the JSA, Junior State of America, sponsored by the Junior Statesmen Foundation.  She is looking forward to this opportunity, especially since she had to turn down the position this year due to her illness.  Locally, Colette was involved in her city’s mayoral campaign, working in the campaign office.  
When deciding on her wish and discussing it with wish grantors from the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®, Colette mentioned several possible political commentators that she would like to meet. But considering that her favorite TV show is the NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, she ultimately decided that her one true wish was to meet Jim Lehrer. Colette’s wish will come true on Tuesday, July 21, when she will visit the set of the NewsHour with Jim Lehrer. There she will meet Mr. Lehrer and observe a taping of the program.  The family will have one other day free in Washington, D.C., giving Colette a chance to visit other sites of interest to her. 

After returning from her wish, the magic will continue when Colette will be given a tour of the KQED studios in San Francisco.

NOTE: Inquire about additional surprise wish enhancements that the NewsHour is planning for Colette!
About the Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation®:

The Greater Bay Area Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  In 2009 the Foundation celebrates 25 years of fulfilling magical wishes.  During its first year of operation, in 1984, the Foundation granted 27 wishes.  Now one of the largest chapters nationwide, the Greater Bay Area chapter grants over 300 wishes per year and recently fulfilled its 5,000th wish.  The chapter covers 17 Northern California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Marin, Monterey, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Solano and Sonoma.  The goal of the Foundation is to grant a wish to every eligible child in its territory, and anyone can suggest a child for a wish.  In 2005, the Chapter was recognized with a coveted “Best in America Seal of Excellence” award, the first Make-A-Wish Chapter to achieve this distinction for its outstanding management and governance practices.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   For more information or to refer a child for a wish, please call 415/982-9474 or visit www.makewish.org. 
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